Running head: HISTORY ESSAY PROMPT		1
HISTORY ESSAY PROMPT		2








History Essay Prompt
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation












Question 1 
Lincoln and Johnson had several reconstruction plans. The plans differed because each of them had a different objective in mind. For President Lincoln he began preparing for his plan by trying to unify both the North and the South after the end of war. His plan was basically on the basis of forgiveness. In the year 1963, he issued a proclamation of Amnesty that would go a long way uniting the two states that were once united (McPherson, 2017). His other reconstruction blue print was the ten percentage plan where 10% of those belonging to the Southern state would be readmitted back into the Union upon voting to abide by the emancipation laws. Voters would then elect their delegates that would help in drafting of the constitution of the state with the establishment of new government states.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Johnson on the other hand was also lenient to the South. However his ideologies were different from that of Lincoln.  He outlined that pardons were only granted for those that would take a loyalty oath. However, there was no pardon for the high confederate officials as well as any individual who owned property whose value was more than $20,000. The states were required to repeal their secession and also abolish the acts of slavery being readmission (McPherson, 2017). Johnson's plan was not keen on granting much freedom to the slaves that were newly freed like how Lincolns was. For the radical republicans they were after punishing of the South for leaving the Union. They also wanted to have the ex-confederates rights taken away and creation of the black code.  According to the radical republicans, Johnson’s plan did not give the freed slaves much freedom as they had wished. Lincoln on the other hand wanted to have the land given back to the Southerners while the radical republicans opposed the move as they wanted the land to be divided amongst the newly freed slaves and the southerners. 

Question 2
Reconstruction and civil war were regarded as a controversial era as far as American history is concerned. It was an era that witnessed the first interracial democracy. Although the constitutional rights had severely been eroded by some of violent racists as well as the laws of the Jim Crow, the blacks who had been segregated for long began actively being involved in politics, such kind of amendments were guideline that lead to the establishment of legal groundwork for freedom and equality. Therefore the main impact of the civil war and reconstruction was abolition of slavery and freedom for black Americans. The passing of the abortion act by the congress in the year 1962 was a clear indicator of progress. This has for long remained as a source of inspiration for the black community. 
The impact brought by civil war and reconstruction touches peoples’ lives that might not even have had a chance to visit a battle field. Mythology plays a major role of transmission of both cultural as well as national identity. For this case, the collective memory about the civil war and reconstructions has been able to be transmitted from one generation to another. When the dust settled after the civil war and its memory began to take a clear shape, some certain aspects like the war ideals, the war battles, its effects and soldiers can be remembered in the memory of the public. However, for the case of the civil war, the black soldiers that fought together in the Union army were completely left out in the public memory of the whites; their contribution in the war was not even mentioned.  
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